
PRESENTATION
In addition to national citizenship, a planetary citizenship is being born. The world requires a forum 
wherein the public may debate issues of vital interest to the planet. One such forum could be a second 
chamber of the United Nations, existing beside the General Assembly.
Jacques Attali.

As Earthlings, we are not the owners of the Earth. We are her guests. We are visitors here, on a 
voyage. We are Geonauts (from the ancient Greek geo-, the Earth, and -naut, the navigator), the 
Voyagers of the Earth. If you consider yourself a Geonaut, engage yourself as a Guardian of the 
Earth, respect our planet, and be neither a conqueror nor an exploiter. Commit yourself also to 
actively helping the Earth and her inhabitants to evolve toward greater harmony. The discipline 
which couples an intense experience of communion with the Earth, and a labor towards making 
it a place of harmony, may be termed Geonautics. 

I propose the 22nd of June (06-22) as the date of World Geonauts’ Day, in remembrance of 
Galileo. On the 22nd of June 1633, the Italian savant Galileo Galilei, then 70 years of age, was 
judged by the congregation of the Holy Office, the judicial arm of the Inquisition. Pope Urban 
VIII compelled him to abandon the heliocentric system of Copernicus, whose works had come 
under a ban. After having renounced his scientific convictions, and in particular the concept of 
the Earth’s turning, Galileo has reputedly whispered “Nevertheless, it turns…”. The Church 
did not exonerate him until 1992.

If you consider yourself a Geonaut, mark this date on your calendar. On this date, re-affirm 
your commitment to the Earth, to all Earthlings, and to your responsibilities as a Geonaut. Take 
this occasion to gather with friends, and together to undertake concrete actions in the spirit of 
your commitment. And if, this June 22, you celebrate this Day alone, know that there are, with-
out a doubt, numerous other Geonauts who celebrate this same date elsewhere on the same 
planet. 

On June 22 of each year, I also propose that you send a letter to the Secretary General of the 
United Nations. I would prefer a “paper” letter, because they carry more weight (in the literal as 
well as the figurative sense) than an email. Write this in your mother tongue, in English, in Es-
peranto, or in any language you prefer. I advise that this letter should contain the following in-
formation:

1 - The reason behind the date of June 22: Galileo and World Geonauts’ Day.
2 - What it means to be a Geonaut: consciousness of being a Terrestrial, and therefore of 

having a firm commitment to the Earth.
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3 - The founder of the project: Pierre Catelin and the book Welcome to Earth… (It is not so 
much in order to acknowledge my contribution in this, but instead as a matter of "ac-
countability", to permit an identification of the origin of the initiative).

4 - Some hopes that you would like to convey for the planet Earth and for ourselves as 
Earthlings; not more than 3 or 4, and giving priority to those issues over which the 
UN can exert some influence. For example:
- The issue of an Identity Card as Citizen of the Earth.
- The use of Esperanto in certain sessions of the UN.
- A world ecology program directly involving Terrestrials, as we are all citizens of the 

world.
- The replacement of all national armies by UN Forces.
- The promotion of free energy.
- Access for all children of the Earth to security and education.
- The standardization of all systems of measurement, time zones, and standards of 

practice, etc…
- An effort to promote the increase of the PCQ (Planetary Consciousness Quotient).
- The equality of women and men in all fields.
- The protection and availability of clean water.
- A vast campaign for inter-cultural, inter-religion, and inter-generational meetings 

across the world.
- Etc…

I suggest that you accompany these points with your personal commentaries. For 
example:
-!I would like to see issued an Identity Card for Citizens of the Earth. Of course, it 

would not have any legal value, but would carry great symbolic value for its 
holder. It would be a concrete symbol of my hope to be considered foremost as a 
citizen of the Earth regardless of all existing borders. Each time I present my na-
tional identity card or my passport, I would at the same time present my Citizen 
of the Earth Identity Card. Another possibility would be that at the request of a 
Citizen, member countries of the UN could affix a UN logo to official identity 
cards or passports.

The majority of these hopes are of course at present rather unreachable in the short 
term, and their accomplishment does not depend solely upon the competence of the 
UN. If, however, on a given 22nd of June, a sufficient number of Geonauts send 
their letters, the UN will surely see it as their duty, and doubtlessly also as a pleas-
ure, to relay this information to the public. This will not fail to be noted by the lead-
ers of all our countries, and to have an influence on the manner in which they act in 
respect to the Earth and her inhabitants.

5 - A suggestion that the UNO could promote the celebration of World Geonauts’ Day 
each June 22.

6 - A statement that “I authorize the reproduction of part or all of this letter, as well as the 
use of my name”.

7 - Your complete address and your signature.
8 - Also, for reasons of clarity, transparence, and "accountability", you might be so kind as 

to make mention of my name and address as the initiator of the project; if so, then feel 
free to include the following:
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Pierre Catelin
Avenue Camille Joset 15, BE -1040 Brussels (Belgium)
pierre.catelin@imagine-aa.org

This letter should be addressed to:
United Nations
For the attention of the Secretary-General
1 United Nations Plaza
New York, NY 10017
USA

Post this letter "Priority first-class", and mail it on the 22nd of June: this operation will have 
a much greater effect if all of the letters arrive in a very short period of time. In addition, in or-
der not to lessen the impact, if you decide together with a group of friends to participate in this 
initiative - then rather than writing a single letter, please could each of you personally compose 
an individual letter. Subsequently, you can enclose your respective letters in a single envelope 
(if you are a few dozen, you are sure to have a definite effect!).

If you would like to promote this idea, then think certainly of your own circle of friends, 
but also of everyone you know across the Earth. Tell them about this initiative as soon as possi-
ble, so that they can further spread the word. This June 22, the more letters which arrive from 
different parts of the world, the greater will be the impact…

Information regarding World Geonauts’ Day exists in multiple languages, and is regularly 
updated on the site:

www.creaa.be > Les Activités > 06-22

Additionally, if you would like to contribute to the visibility and success of this initiative, 
you can participate financially to defray the operating costs by making an (even [very] modest) 
donation to the Imagine Association, the logistical coordinator of the operation “06-22: World 
Geonauts’ Day” (see below for details). Thank you so much for your participation.

To sum up the possible avenues of participation in the Operation 06-22, World Geonauts’ 
Day on June 22:

-! mark the date June 22 on your calendar, and on this day, alone, or with a group of 
friends, celebrate World Geonauts’ Day, notably in addressing a letter to the Secretary 
General of the United Nations.

-! from now on, speak of this initiative with the people around you, and in addition, in-
form everyone you know around the world.

-! if you would like to assist Imagine with the logistic costs of this operation, make a do-
nation.

Welcome to Earth…

Pierre Catelin.

(Excerpt from the book Welcome to Earth… - A Little Manual for Being the Revolution).
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